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Purpose

ÂDevelop an understanding of how progress 

monitoring data are used to make different 

types of decisions

Â Instructional level
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Paraphrasing Lincoln

ÂñA teaching method might work with all of 

the students some of the time

ÂAnd some of the students all of the time

ÂBut a method doesnôt work with all of the 

students, all of the time.ò
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So, without guaranteed 

teaching methods, what do we 

do to try to assure high 

performance standards of our 

students?
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ñ We know of no other way 

[than formative assessment] of 

raising standards for which 

such a strong prima facie case 

can be madeò

Black & Wiliam

Kappan, October 98
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What is this 

ñformative assessmentò*?

Â Information gathering to modify teaching 

and learning activities for the purpose of 

forming a more effective program

(*Originally called ñformative evaluationò by 

Michael Scriven)
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Using CBM to 

Formatively Assess

ÂHow do we use CBM oral reading 

information to increase the effectiveness 

of our instruction?



Stanley Deno SC SIG 

How about this idea?

ÂThe primary use of the information 

obtained from a 1 minute sample of oral 

reading is to decide whether the student 

is a fluent oral reader or one who needs 

instruction emphasizing oral reading 

practice (e.g., Repeated Reading)   

True or False

ÂAnswer: False
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Which of the following is/are true 

about the oral reading score?

1. It helps predict success on state tests

2. It increases with comprehension

3. It tells you how to teach the student to 

read

Å Answer:  1 & 2
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So, what is the primary use of 

repeated 1 minute reading samples?

ÂTo help us make a judgment about 

whether to continue to use the same 

teaching methods or to modify those 

teaching methods
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Cause & Effect

ÂThe CBM progress monitoring score 

indicates whether the things we are

doing (the cause) are resulting in 

satisfactory reading growth (the effect)
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Growth: The effect we seek


