 BOARD OF EDUCATION

WILTON CENTER ELEMENTARY

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 19, 2011
ROLL CALL

At 7:05 p.m. President Bettenhausen called the regular meeting to order and requested all present to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  A roll call was taken and the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.  Mr. Baumgartner was absent.
VISITORS LOG

No one signed the Visitor’s Log.
SPEAKERS LOG

The following person signed the Speaker’s Log:  Robyn Greenfield of Monee and Melody Gass of Monee.
MINUTES

Mr. Virgl made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of July 25, 2011, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of August 9, 2011, the Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session of August 15, 2011, and the Minutes of the Special Meeting of August 22, 2011.  Mr. Skill seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.

FINANCE REPORT

Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented by the administration.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
Mrs. Moe made a motion to approve the Imprest Fund Bills as presented by the administration.  Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.

Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the General Fund Bills as presented by the administration.  Mr. Bettenhausen seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
President Robinson introduced Dr. Michael Nicholson.  Dr. Nicholson will serve as the new interim business manager for Peotone C.U.S.D. #207-U for the current school year. 
ACADEMIC STUDENT OF THE MONTH

President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to the September Board of Education Academic Student of the Month, Michael Leppin, son of Janis Leppin of Peotone, and the late Jerry Leppin.  Michael is a senior at Peotone High School with a grade point of 4.571 and ranks 12th in his class of 153 students based on grade point average. He is actively involved in National Honor Society, Science Club and International Culture Club.  Michael volunteers with the community bible school and tutors students within the community.  In Michael’s spare time, he enjoys spending time with his family, horseback riding and working with animals.  Michael plans on attending a four-year college majoring in pre-vet with the ultimate goal of a degree in veterinary medicine.

RESOLUTIONS

President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to Alyssa Invergo.  Alyssa was named to the First Team – Illinois All-State Softball Team.
President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to Joshua Swanberg and Lacey Hartnett, Michael Krasowski, Matthew Krasowski, Cassie Garrard and Skills USA Advisor, Fred Knap.  These students and alumni attended the National Conference held in Kansas City, Missouri and served as voting delegates for Illinois in the Business Sessions.
President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to the members of the Skills USA Quiz Bowl Team.  The Skills USA Quiz Bowl Team placed 7th out of 38 teams from around the country.  This team completed the preliminary round and advanced into the finals for the first time since 2002.  The Skills USA Quiz Bowl Team presented a slide show to the community highlighting their accomplishments this year.
President Robinson extended a board welcome to Mr. Tyler’s government students who were present to observe a government process as a class project.
OPPORTUNITY FOR VISITOR SPEAKERS
Mrs. Robyn Greenfield of Monee notified all present that Green Garden Elementary is selling Entertainment Books.  Each book earns the school district $10.00.  All proceeds benefit the school district.
Mrs. Melody Gass of Monee extended her gratitude to the district staff for their support and fundraising help for the Down Syndrome Walk.  Mrs. Gass presented the administrator’s with a t-shirt in appreciation of their fundraising efforts.
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE FY12 SCHOOL BUDGET

At 7:35 p.m. President Robinson called the FY12 Budget Hearing to order.  A roll call was taken and the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.   Mr. Baumgartner was absent.
President Robinson requested any comments from the public.  There were no further comments regarding the FY12 budget.

BUDGET HEARING ADJOURNMENT

At 7:39 p.m., Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to adjourn the FY12 Budget Hearing.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call
vote the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
APPROVAL OF THE FY12 SCHOOL BUDGET

Dr. Michael Nicholson reviewed the revenue and expenditures of the FY12 Budget for the board members.  Dr. Nicholson reported that the district will have ample funds for the 2011-2012 school year.

Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the FY12 School Budget as presented by the administration. Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
ANNUAL APPLICATION FOR THE RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

President Robinson stated that this is a yearly requirement for all districts.  Mr. Virgl made a motion to approve the Annual Applications for the Recognition Schools.  Mr. Bettenhausen seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.
PERSONNEL
Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to table Report No. 24 Personnel until after Executive Session.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.
HAZARDOUS STOP RESOLUTION

President Robinson stated that approval of the hazardous stop resolution will allow the district to continue providing transportation to students that reside in designated hazardous areas in the district.  Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the hazardous stop resolution.  Mrs. Moe seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.

APRROVAL OF I.M.R.F. AGENT
President Robinson requested the appointment of George Obradovich as the IMRF Representative Agent for Peotone C.U.S.D. #207-U.  Mrs. Moe made a motion to appoint George Obradovich as the IMRF Representative Agent for Peotone C.U.S.D. #207-U.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
ADMINISTRATIVE SALARY POSTING

President Robinson stated that PA 096-0434 requires school districts to post district administrative salaries on the district website.  Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the posting of the administrative salaries on the district website as required by PA 096-0434.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.

APRROVAL OF F.O.I.A. OFFICER
President Robinson requested the appointment of George Obradovich as the F.O.I.A. Officer for Peotone C.U.S.D. #207-U.  Mr. Virgl made a motion to appoint George Obradovich as the F.O.I.A. Officer for Peotone C.U.S.D. #207-U.  Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
B.W.P. & ASSOCIATES CONTRACT
Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the contract between b.w.p. & Associates and the Peotone Board of Education.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
STR PARTNERS APPLICATION OF OCCUPANCY
Mrs. Robinson stated that the district architects have reviewed and reported their findings for the approval of the temporary mobile facility at Peotone Junior High School.  The board will need to approve their findings.  Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the Application for Occupancy and the findings of STR Partners, LLC, district architects. Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye: Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

Mr. Obradovich reported that the superintendent search is progressing well.  Tom Mullins will be conducting board interviews in the next week.  The board wishes to stop force transfer in the district.  The administration has requested direction as to what to do to establish level class sizes.  Mr. Obradovich has contacted Chief Mort regarding the traffic flow plan for the district.  Chief Mort is currently monitoring the trespassing problems from the high school to the junior high school.  A future meeting will be scheduled to discuss a traffic flow plan for the district.  Jan Taniguchi of STR Partners has completed the district’s Ten-Year Life Safety Report.  Mr. Taniguchi will be meeting with Mr. Obradovich to discuss the report on Tuesday, October 4, 2011.  The board must consider looking for a vendor to begin a hot lunch program at Wilton Center Elementary and Green Garden Elementary.  Mrs. Oliver has been working on obtaining caps and gowns for the board members when attending the graduation ceremony.  The board discussed the need to make the graduation ceremony more formal.  Mrs. Oliver has contacted a videographer for the graduation ceremony.  Mr. Obradovich stated that the board should start planning for a referendum.  The board scheduled a special meeting for October 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Peotone High School media center to discuss the development of a financial plan and a possible referendum for the school district.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
President Robinson extended the gratitude of the Board to the administrators for taking on extra duties to help during this difficult transition.
Scott Wenzel, Principal of Peotone Junior High and the Connor Shaw Center, reported that Mrs. Schlickman has created a “Pals Program” for the Peotone Junior High School boys.  The program is progressing well.  The junior high hosted a reunion party for the Class of 1961 on Saturday.  It was attended by about 40 members.  Sports and yearbook are in full swing.  Mr. Wenzel gave a brief overview of the ISAT results for Peotone Junior High School.  At the Connor Shaw Center, an open house was held for the band students and their families.  PTO Hot lunches have begun.  The October Feast is being planned and the scarecrow project is in the beginning stages.  Open House went well at both buildings.  Mr. Wenzel gave a brief overview of the ISAT results for the Connor Shaw Center and Peotone Junior High School.
Tracy Hiller, Principal of Wilton Center Elementary, reported that Grandparents Day was enjoyed by approximately 140 grandparents.  The PTO provided refreshments for the day.  The Fourth Grade Teachers and students are preparing the yearbook for this year.  The students enjoyed a NED Assembly.  The assembly delivered a positive thinking message and highlighted the use of yo-yos.  Mrs. Hiller gave a brief overview of the ISAT results for Wilton Center Elementary.

Tracy Hiller, Principal of Green Garden Elementary, reported the Grandparents Day was enjoyed by the Green Garden Elementary students and their families.  Mrs. Hiller gave a brief overview of the IAST results for Green Garden Elementary.  The students at Green Garden Elementary enjoyed the NED Assembly on positive thinking.
Kathy Davis, Principal of Peotone Elementary, gave a brief overview of the ISAT results for Peotone Elementary.  Mrs. Davis reported that she has applied for a reading recovery grant.  Peotone Elementary enjoyed the NED assembly and are paying it forward with the purchase of Ned’s Yo-Yos.  Character education continues at Peotone Elementary with the FISH Philosophy.  The fish that the students earn fill the aquarium in the hallway at Peotone Elementary.  The fourth graders are busy working on the yearbook.
Dee Oliver reported that the high school is off to a positive start.  Teachers are very grateful for the new technology.  The high school was able to place new whiteboards in the classrooms for the teachers to use this year.  The members of TAD received training from the Will County Health Department to teach on the dangers of drug and tobacco use.  The high school students donated their time to clean up the Will County Fair Grounds after the fair.  Mrs. Oliver and Mr. Wenzel attended a seminar on common core standards.  The new standards will focus on assessing the students three (3) times a year.  The assessments will be computer based.  The juniors and seniors are preparing for the ACT practice test.  Homecoming week is about to begin.  Soccer and golf are progressing well this year.
Larry Piwnicki, Director of Special Education, reported that the new program at Peotone Junior High School is progressing well.  The PALS program has been an integrated part of the new classroom at Peotone Junior High School and has progressed well.  There are currently five (5) students participating in the new classroom.  Mr. Piwnicki will keep the board informed as the school year progresses.

OTHER

Mr. Skill requested that the board consider changing the graduation policy at the high school and allow early graduates to participate in the graduation ceremony.  Mrs. Oliver stated that the board tabled this decision in June.  Mr. Skill stated that the early graduates should be allowed to participate in the ceremony if they wish to do so as long as they are not on social probation.  President Robinson stated that the board will consider taking a vote on allowing early graduates to participate in the ceremony at the next regular meeting of the Board of Education.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 8:55 p.m. Mr. Virgl moved that the Board meet in Executive Session for the purpose of appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance, or dismissal of other specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity.  Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

At 10:07 p.m. Mr. Nugent made a motion that the Board Return to Open Session.  Mr. Baumgartner seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were five (5) ayes and no nays.
PERSONNEL

Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the following personnel as recommended by the administration:

CERTIFIED:
EMPLOYMENT:

· Tracy Marcotte – Technical Director – PHS

· Nora French – Scholastic Bowl Coach – PJH

· Dr. Michael Nicholson – Interim Business Manager

· Joshua Houberg – Assistant Girls Basketball (Freshman) – PHS

· Kay Bryant – Assistant Girls Volleyball - PHS

NON-CERTIFIED

EMPLOYMENT:

· Kathryn Simone – Lunchroom/Recess Aide – CSC

· Ashley Kenning – Special Education Aide (Part-Time) – SMILES

TRANSFER:

· Tanya King-Cafeteria-PJHS to Cafeteria-PHS

· Beth Theisfeld –Cafeteria-PHS to Cafeteria-PJHS

RESIGNATION:

· Monica Clark –  Computer Aide – PHS

· Tracy Scharwarth – Lunchroom/Recess Aide – GG

· Jan Warner – Bus Driver

Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mrs. Moe, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Bettenhausen.
OTHER

There was a consensus by the Board to provide a stipend to the junior high dean for providing support while the principal is attending to duties at the Connor Shaw Center.

The board was informed that the new reporter from the Peotone Vedette will only correspond through emails.

There was discussion regarding the continued use of PMA as the district financial advisors.  There was discussion regarding the work that needs to be done for a successful referendum.
There was discussion regarding the return of field trips and the supply allotment for teacher’s at the end of the year.  Dr. Nicholson and Mr. Obradovich discussed the deficit in transportation and the cuts the state is predicting in the future.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10:45 p.m. Mr. Skill moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Mrs. Moe seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.
_____________________________

______________________________

       Tara Robinson, President


         Cynthia Zeilstra, Reporter

