BOARD OF EDUCATION

GREEN GARDEN ELEMENTARY

REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 17, 2011
ROLL CALL

At 7:01 p.m. President Robinson called the regular meeting to order and requested all present to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  A roll call was taken and the following members answered aye:   Mrs. Moe, Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Skill, Mr. Uthe, Mr. Virgl, and Mr. Bettenhausen.  Mr. Baumgartner arrived at 7:25 p.m.
VISITORS’ LOG
No one signed the Visitors’ Log.

SPEAKERS’ LOG

The following people signed the Speakers’ Log:  James Bowden of Peotone.

MINUTES

Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 19, 2011.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were six (6) ayes and no nays.
FINANCE REPORTS

Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented by the administration.  Mr. Bettenhausen seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mr. Virgl, Mr. Skill, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Moe, Mr. Uthe, and Mr. Bettenhausen.

Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the Imprest Fund Bills as presented by the administration.  Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mr. Virgl, Mr. Uthe, Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Skill, Mrs. Moe, and Mr. Bettenhausen.

Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the General Fund Bills, August 2011 as presented by the administration.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Moe, Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Bettenhausen, Mr. Skill, and Mr. Uthe.

ACADEMIC STUDENT OF THE MONTH

President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to the October Board of Education Academic Student of the Month, Shawn Kimbrel, son of William and Renee Kimbrel of Peotone.  Shawn is a junior at Peotone High School with a grade point of 4.679 and ranks 11th in his class of 172 students based on grade point average.  Shawn is actively involved in Thespian Society, Choir, Drama Club, Science Club and Tri-M Music Honors Society.  In Shawn’s spare time, he enjoys reading, singing and watching movies.  Shawn plans on attending college and would like to major in secondary education.
JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

President Robinson and the board members recognized the accomplishments of the following Peotone Junior High School September Students of the Month:
Colton Krska
Student of the Month

Sixth Grade
Lee Merigold

Student of the Month

Seventh Grade

Cassandra Skyer

Student of the Month

Eighth Grade
RESOLUTIONS
President Robinson presented a certificate of commendation to the members of the Old Mill Soccer Association and Mr. Pete Slazyk for donating funds to enhance the soccer facilities for the student athletes of Peotone Community Unit School District #207-U.  The Old Mill Soccer Association purchased new soccer goals and team shelters.  Mr. Pete Slazyk donated the money to purchase team benches for the soccer athletes.  On behalf of Peotone Community Unit School District #207-U, Mr. Maupin extended his gratitude to the Old Mill Soccer Association and Mr. Pete Slazyk for their outstanding generosity.  President Robinson extended the gratitude of Board of Education for the support received from the Old Mill Soccer Association and Mr. Pete Slazyk.
VISITOR SPEAKERS

James Bowden of Peotone addressed the board with information regarding an early childhood grant offered by BNC Bank.  
FY11 AUDIT

Mr. Obradovich reviewed the audit prepared by Gassensmith & Associates, LLC.
The audit will be on display in the district office.  Mr. Bettenhausen made a motion to approve the FY11 audit prepared by Gassensmith & Associates, LLC.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mr. Uthe, Mr. Bettenhausen, Mr. Skill, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Moe and Mr. Virgl.
PERSONNEL

Mr. Uthe made a motion to approve the following personnel as recommended by the administration:

CERTIFIED:
EMPLOYMENT:

·  Dale Gibson – Wrestling – Peotone Junior High
·  Katie Dietrich – Sophomore Class Sponsor – Peotone High School
LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

· Janice Hamning – Teacher (2) – Wilton Center Elementary
NON-CERTIFIED

EMPLOYMENT:

· Julie Busich – Cafeteria – Peotone High School
· Melissa Bertelsman – Cafeteria – Peotone Elementary

TRANSFER:

· Tammy Cowger–Special Education Assistant–WC to Teachers Aide–GG

· Keriann Langan–Special Education Asst-PE to Special Education Asst- PJH
LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

· Barbara Oliver – Bus Driver
Mr. Baumgartner seconded the motion and on a roll call vote the following members answered aye:  Mr. Skill, Mr. Baumgartner, Mr. Virgl, Mrs. Moe, Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Uthe and Mr. Bettenhausen.
FOR DISCUSSION:

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

Mr. Obradovich requested the Board schedule a Special Board Meeting for November 7, 2011 to discuss the 10 Year Life Safety Survey conducted by STR Partners.  Jan Taniguchi will conduct a presentation for the board.  Mr. Virgl made a motion to hold a Special Board Meeting on November 7, 2011 at 7:00p.m. at Peotone High School.  Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were seven (7) ayes and no nays.

Mr. Obradovich stated that he has been investigating companies to provide a lunch program for Wilton Center Elementary and Green Garden Elementary.  The companies contacted are not interested in providing lunch for just two (2) schools.  Mr. Obradovich will continue to search for companies that will provide hot lunches for Wilton Center Elementary and Green Garden Elementary. 

BUSINESS MANAGER REPORT  
Dr. Mike Nicholson reported that the state currently owes the district $479,000.  Dr. Nicholson stated that during the debriefing with the auditor it was very evident that expenses have been decreased and the adjustments to personnel have become evident.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

Deanna Oliver, Principal of Peotone High School, reported that the high school has been busy with Homecoming events.  The Homecoming parade, dance and game had beautiful weather.  The football players were victorious.   Mrs. Oliver reported that Mrs. Eberle and Mr. Palmer have been busy wiring the classrooms for the new technology equipment.   Mr. Maupin gave an update on the high school athletic achievements.  Mrs. Oliver reported that the Chili Cook Off at Brian’s in Monee was a successful event for Friends of Music.  

Scott Wenzel, Principal of Peotone Junior High School, reported that the Scholastic Book Fair Family Night was successful.  The Peotone Junior High School Fundraiser is wrapping up and went very well.  The Physical Education Department is conducting its “Let’s Jump” event.   They are trying to break the Guinness World Record.   Mr. Wenzel reported on the junior high school athletic accomplishments.

Scott Wenzel, Interim Principal at Connor Shaw Center, reported that the Scarecrows and Oktoberfest at the Connor Shaw Center went well.  The theme for the scarecrows was “Taking a Stand”.  The teachers and parents worked many hours to put the scarecrows together.  Everyone from the Oktoberfest went home with many goldfish.  Mr. Wenzel reported that he has experienced Peace Meals which is held at the Immanuel United Church of Christ.   The students have lunch with the community members and play games.  The Connor Shaw Center has completed their Candle and Taffy Apple fundraisers which went well.  Mr. Wenzel extended his gratitude to Mr. Cann and Mrs. Ruckman for taking the time to make sure the fifth grade students get across the street safely.   
Kathy Davis, Principal of Peotone Elementary, extended her gratitude to Don Palmer and Brenda Eberle for installing the whiteboards at Peotone Elementary.
The teachers and students are amazed at what they can do.  Mrs. Davis stated that she is working on a way to have parents come into the school to observe how the whiteboards work in the classroom.  Peotone Elementary has just completed their Yankee Candle and Taffy Apple Fundraisers. Peotone Elementary PTO will be holding their Fall Fest on October 28, 2011.
Tracy Hiller, Principal of Green Garden Elementary, stated that Green Garden Elementary participated with a float in the Homecoming Parade.  Grandparents Day was held at Green Garden Elementary. It was attended by 280 grandparents.  
Tracy Hiller, Principal of Wilton Center Elementary, reported that Wilton Center Elementary will hold their Fall Fest on October 28, 2011.   The PTO is planning some interesting events such as bread making and butter making.  Wilton Center Elementary participated with a float in the Homecoming Parade.  
Lawrence Piwnicki, Director of Special Services, reported that the Special Education Department hosted training for the teachers to administer the AIMS Web testing.  Play base assessments for children at risk will begin in November.  Mr. Piwnicki requested the Board consider the addition of another section to the Early Childhood Program.  The program would need to hire a part-time Special Education Teacher. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 7:58 p.m. Mr. Virgl moved that the Board meet in Executive Session for the purpose of appointment, employment, compensation discipline, performance, and dismissal of other specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and litigations, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding must be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.   Mr. Uthe seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were seven (7) ayes and no nays.

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

At 8:40 p.m. Mr. Virgl made a motion that the Board Return to Open Session.  Mr. Skill seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were seven (7) ayes and no nays.
OTHER 
Dr. Michael Nicholson, Business Manager, addressed the Board with a request to consider moving the district funds into an interest bearing account.  Dr. Nicholson stated that the district will be meeting with the President of First Midwest Bank in the next couple of weeks.  The Board discussed the position of Treasurer for the Board of Education.  Mr. Obradovich stated that the district will be meeting with Dave Rock and Ken Shivers regarding the bond issuance.

Mr. Obradovich reported that the district has met with Barb Schultz and the Peotone Park District Director regarding the softball fields.  Mr. Obradovich stated that the district will research composing a reciprocal agreement with the Park District with the help of the school lawyer to try to resolve the softball field conflict.    

Mr. Obradovich reminded the Board that October 24 is a Special Meeting of the Board.  Mr. Mullins will be forwarding the candidates credentials.  Mr. Obradovich reported that reservations have been made at the Erie Café during the conference. Mr. Obradovich reported on the grief counseling conducted at the high school.   There were grief counselors available in the library for any student that needed to talk.  Mr. Obradovich reviewed the need for cell phones.  The consensus of the board was to cancel the cell phones for all principals.

ADJOURNMENT
At 9:20 p.m. Mr. Uthe moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Virgl seconded the motion and on a voice vote there were seven (7) ayes and no nays.

_____________________________
______________________________

      Tara Robinson, President


 Cynthia Zeilstra, Reporter

