
ACT Prep Course

ñYou have to be fast on your feet and 

adaptive or else a strategyis useless.ò



}Introductions 

}Cracking the ACT  
2011 edition

}Basic survival bag



}Somewhere in your book, write the score you 
are striving to achieve.

}You donõt need to share this with anyone.

}The highest score one can achieve on the 
ACT is a 36.  

}The average score on the ACT is a 21.



}In order to get a 21 composite, you need the 
following scores in each area. 

}English need 49 - 51correct of the 75

}Mathematics need 31 - 32 correct of the 60

}Reading need 22 correct of the 40

}Science need 21 - 22 correct of the 40

}Remember this is an average number correct. 
It could change by one or two. 

21



}Tests the same information, the same way, 
year after year

}215 questions (always given in the same 
order) page 6 - 7     FORMAT: 
Ɓ75 English  (45 minutes)

Ɓ60 Mathematics (60 minutes)

Ɓ40 Reading (35 minutes)

Ɓ40 Science (35 minutes)

ƁWriting (30 minutes) required on ACT (April 27) 
which is the mandatory state testing for every 
junior in the State of Illinois



Content/Skills
} Usage/mechanics

} Punctuation

} Grammar/usage

} Sentence 
structure

} Rhetorical skills

} Strategy

} Organization

} Style

} Total 

Percentage of test
Ɓ53%

} 13%

} 16%

} 24%

Ɓ47%

} 16%

} 15%

} 16%
Ɓ100%

Number of Questions

Å 40

Å 10

Å 12

Å 18

Å 35

Å 12

Å 11

Å 12

Å 75



}Content Area
} Pre- Algebra

} Elementary Alg.

} Interm. Alg.

} Coordinate 
Geometry

} Plane Geometry

} Trigonometry

}Total

} Percent of Test

} 23%

} 17%

} 15%

} 15%

} 23%

} 7%
Ɓ100%

Number of Questions

Å 14

Å 10

Å 9

Å 9

Å 14

Å 4

Å 60



}Content Area

}Prose

}Humanities

}Social Studies

}Natural Sciences

}Total 

}Percent of test 

}25%

}25%

}25%

}25%

}100%

}# Questions

}10

}10

}10

}10

}40



Content Area

}Biology

}Chemistry

}Earth/Space 
Science

}Physics

}Total 

Format

- Data 
Representation

- Research 
Summaries

- Conflicting 
viewpoints

% of test 

}38%

}45%

}17%

}100%

#Questions

}15

}18

}7

}40



}To build up familiarity 
with the exam

}To avoid common 
mistakes

}To master techniques 
and strategies



}Prioritize questions

}Answering in the 
order questions 
appear

}Triage Strategy

}Two- pass method
Strategize



}Order of difficulty
ƁWouldnõt that be 

nice!

ƁSame number of 
points (easy/hard)

ƁACT not organized 
that way.



ÅTriage Strategy
ÅPrioritize Questions

ÅGo for the ones you know the 
answer



}Easy question do it 
right away.

}After reading, its 
doable  but not sure 
how to start - come 
back.

}Problem is a goner and 
youõre sure you will 
never get it. Make a 
guess.

}Now, Later, Never

Question #1

ÅIf 4x+3=9x - 4, then x =?

Question #2

ÅThe expression a[b+(c -

d)] is equivalent to:

Question #3

ÅWhat 2 numbers should be placed 

in the blanks below so that the 

difference between consecutive 

numbers is the same?  17, __,___, 

41



}Each section takes two 

passes.

}First pass, the object is 

to nail every single 
question you can 
answer.

}Second pass, come 

back to the questions 
you circled for a 
second look.



}When you come back to this question on the 
second pass, you wonõt be starting from 
scratch.  You will have read the question 
once. 

}Sometimes when you read a question again, 
you suddenly realize what the point of the 
question really is.  



}Stuck on a 
question, itõs time 
to move on to 
another, easier 
problem.

}Stopé time is up ð
be aware of the 5 
minute warning.



}No penalty or 
penalty???

}POE (process of 
elimination)

}Fill in an answer for 
every single question 
on the ACT

}Thereõs guessing, 
and then thereõs 
guessing



POE is a powerful tool.
Guess the same letter! 
Just be consistent.

}Make your guesses 
really count

}Each time you 
eliminate an answer 
choice, your odds of 
guessing correctly get 
better

}Some choices are 
absurd

}Which makes more 
senseðguessing the 
same letter every time  
or switching around?



Take full advantage of the 
review and techniques.



}Get Organized.

}Keep the test in 
perspective.

}Plan your study 
time.

}Develop a positive 
mental attitude.

}Refresh your 
knowledge and 
skills.

}Learn as much as 
you can about the 
ACT.



}Exercise ðthink of 
the body as the 
mindõs support 
system. If your 
body is at peak 
performance the 
morning of the test, 
it will help your 
mind work at its 
peak too. 

}Diet ðYouõve heard 
it before - òBe sure 
to eat a good 
breakfast before 
you take the test.ó  

}You can expect a 
10 - minute break at 
the end of the 
second test.  (bring 
a snack)



}Rest ðwhatõs your 
typical schedule?  

}Donõt just focus on 
the day before the 
test ðbut for days 
and even weeks 
before ðwill make a 
difference in how 
you feel and how 
you perform. 



}Itõs easy to ignore 
directions 

}However, once you 
read the directions for 
each section, you will 
not need to waste time 
reading them again.

}This is a great time 
saver.  

}Familiarize yourself 
with the directions 
now. òDonõt wing it.ó



} DIRECTIONS:  In the five passages that follow, certain words and phrases 
are underlined and numbered.  In the right - hand column, you will find 
alternatives for the underlined part.  In most cases, you are to choose 
the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate 
for standard written English, or is worded most consistently with the 
style and tone of the passage as a whole.  If you think the original 
version is best, choose òNO CHANGE.ó  In some cases, you will find in the 
right - hand column a question about the underlined part.  You are to 
choose the best answer to the question.  You will also find questions 
about a section of the passage, or about the passage as a whole.  These 
questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but 
rather are identified by a number or numbers in a box.  For each 
question, choose the alternative you consider best and fill in the 
corresponding oval on your answer document.  Read each passage 
through once before you begin to answer the questions that accompany 
it.  For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond 
the question to determine the answer.  Be sure that you have read far 
enough ahead each time you choose an alternative.  



EX.   My uncle Roy being the fourth 
child in a               1

family of seven children.  Like many 
middle children he claimed 

2

that he received neither the privileges 
enjoyed by the older children nor 

was the pampering and indulgence 
showered on him as it was on

3

the younger children. 

1. A. NO CHANGE
B. Roy having been
C. Roy was
D. Roy, 

2. F. NO CHANGE
G. many, middle children he claimed
H. many middle children, he claimed
J. many middle children he claimed. 

3.    A. NO CHANGE
B. was he pampered and indulged 

like
C. was he showered with 

pampering and        
indulgence like

D. the pampering and indulgence 
showered on



DIRECTIONS:  Solve each problem, choose the correct answer, 
and then fill in the corresponding oval on your answer 
document.  Do not linger over problems that take too much 
time.  Solve as many as you can; then return to the others in 
the time you have left for this test.  You are permitted to use 
a calculator on this test.  You may use your calculator for any 
problems you choose, but some of the problems may best be 
done without using a calculator.  Note:  Unless otherwise 
stated, all of the following should be assumed.

1. Illustrative figures are NOT necessarily drawn to scale.

2. Geometric figures lie in a plane.

3. The word line indicates a straight line.

4. The word average indicates arithmetic mean.


